Coincidence of recurrent hemiparesis and detection of ALL in a 4-year-old girl: one or two diseases?
Stroke like symptoms in children such as hemiparesis are often associated with infection, cranial trauma, cardiac anomalies or sickle cell disease. In childhood leukemia, stroke like symptoms at presentation are rare and normally caused by cerebral bleedings. Here we report a patient who presented with classical stroke symptoms and hemiparesis prior to the diagnosis of acute lymphoblastic leukemia without proven CNS infiltration by leukemic cells. In general, acute leukemia or cerebral lymphoma do not lead to extensive defects of brain tissue. This unusual case suggests that acute lymphoblastic leukemia may present with stroke like CNS symptoms including hemiparesis.